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THE SHORT STORY

The short story is the most popular form of modern literature. It has its roots in the parable, fable, fairy-tale, myth, and folklore. It can be defined as a tale told in prose. (Prose is plain language.)

Characteristics:

1. Average length is 3000 to 4000 words so it can be read in one sitting.

2. Concerned mainly with one impression or effect.

3. Usually centers around one incident, situation, or character.

4. It has few characters.

5. It has a conflict situation.

6. The climax, or turning point, of the story evolves from the basic situation.

7. It has a definite outcome.

8. Usually appeals to the reader’s emotions.

Point of View

Point of view is the perspective the author uses to write the story. Two examples of point of view are:

i) First Person: In first person point of view the story is told by the protagonist or one of the characters closely related to the story. It uses pronouns such as I, me and we when telling the story. The reader sees the story through the eyes of this person as he or she tells the story and knows what they are thinking or feeling.

ii) Omniscient Objective or Third Person: In third person or omniscient objective point of view the story is told as if a camera is watching from afar. The reader only knows what is seen and heard but does not know what the characters are feeling or thinking. 

Four Types of Short Stories
There are four types of Short Stories. They are A)character, B)setting, C)theme and D)plot. Of all the parts of the short story, a short story will usually focus on one of these four types.

A) Character: A story which focuses on character will take time to develop at least one character well. Following are ways which and author can develop a character. 

i) Round characters: A round character is complex and has many traits and characteristics. The character is fully developed with good and bad qualities and often changes or learns lessons as a result of solving conflicts in the story.





Example:

ii) Flat characters: A flat character is characterized by one or two traits. A flat character is not well developed and their character can be summed up simply in a sentence.





Example:

iii) Protagonist: The protagonist is the central character in a story. They are the ones facing the main conflict. They are not necessarily the “good guy” of the story. 




Example:

iv) Antagonist: The antagonist is the character or force, which opposes the protagonist.




Example: 

B) Setting: 









In many stories the setting simply provides a background for the plot and characters. For stories, which focus on setting, the setting can actually influence the plot and characters.



Example:

C) Theme: 








A story which focuses on the theme is one which a general truth about life and people underlies the story. A theme story usually teaches a lesson or puts forward a strong belief held by the author.


Example:

D)  Plot: 









Plot is the sequence of related events that make up the action in a story. There are 7 main elements of plot which make up the plot structure:             (1) exposition (including motivation or initial incident), (2) conflict, (3) complication, (4) suspense, (5) climax, (6) falling action or outcomes, (7) denouement or resolution









ANALYSIS OF PLOT STRUCTURE

1. Exposition: The exposition provides the reader with essential background information. This includes material about the characters, the setting, and the situation. It will include and initial incident or motivation for the story, which will drive the characters to what they do.

2. Conflict: Conflict is the struggle between two opposing forces.

There are two types of conflict that can occur in a story:

i. External Conflict (physical or outer conflict) External conflict is:

- man vs. man

- man vs. nature or environment

ii. Internal Conflict (emotional or inner conflict) Internal conflict is:

- man vs. himself (emotions, desires, conscience, ideas)

The next two plot structures make up the Rising Action of a story.

3. Complication: Complications are incidents and situations where forces or struggles interfere with the plans of the protagonist. Complication(s) stop the protagonist from resolving the conflict immediately and add complexity to the story.

4.Suspense: Authors use the technique of suspense to keep the reader/viewer wondering what will happen next. It creates a feeling of waiting, expectation or tension for the reader.

5. Climax: The climax is the highest point of interest or action in a story. It is the turning point of the story where the protagonist either wins or loses. The conflict is resolved in the climax.
6. Falling Action or Outcome: The outcomes or falling actions further develop the story after the climax. These are the actions, which lead to the next step, the final resolution or denouement.

7. Denouement or Final Resolution:

Denouement (Day-noo^mah) or final resolution is where all the loose ends are tied up and we find out what happens to the protagonist in the end.
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